Class 1 Notes – Sumerian Culture, etc.

Culture defined: A civilization's evolving approach to life, death and art.
Why “BC” and “AD”; c.= circa

c. 2700 C Sumeria
Sumeria/ Mesopotamia began c.6,000 BC on Tigris & Euphrates
Planned Agriculture; Agrarian excess/storage allows geo-stability; Ur (Abe)

Writing “w writing came the possibility of civ.” P.8
Lunar Calendar c. 3500 BC; 

Mathematics - numbers based on 60 (minutes, seconds, degrees) p.14

Medical maladies – “supernatural forces” p.14

Myths similar to Genesis; Gilgamesh Life, Death & Immortality c. 2700 BC P. 7

Gilgames/Enkidu relationship

Religion  (Sum, Akk, Bab, Assyrian) polytheistic, anthropomorphic & pantheistic p.9; Q’s of Life & Death to priests
Art & Architecture
“Temple usually center of city” p.14 “splendidly ornamented”

Ziggurat (Ur) p.19; Post-and-lintel construction

Statues/Sculptures

c. 2350 BC Akkadian Civ. King Sargon, a commoner!

c. 2000 BC Babylonians 1

Law, justice; Bab Code of Hammurabi – “every major area of civil & criminal law was covered in the Code” p.13
c. 1300 BC Assyrians

very warlike (another Sargon, king)

Fail to conquer Jerusalem

c. 700 BC Babylonians 2

Nebuchadnezzar; Jerusalem sacked; Jews in captivity, slavery

