Class 2 Notes Ancient Egypt

Intro – Parallel w Mesopotamia - in time only; Nile
Recap of Sumerian/Mesopotamian Contributions to Western Culture

· Alphabet (direct predecessor of our own alphabet)
· Division of time into units of 60

· Laws (Code of Hammurabi)

· First Temples (Ziggurat)

· First major literary work The Epic of Gilgamesh
From this work comes the familiar relationship of "the hero and his sidekick" Gilgamesh & Enkidu; Don Quixote & Sancho Panza; Don Giovanni & Leporello; Cisco Kid & Pancho; Lone Ranger & Tonto; Batman & Robin
Hieroglyphs & the Rosetta Stone

· c. 3100 BC; unification of Upper and Lower; King Menes (Narmer); written language (hieroglyphs)

· Early Dynastic period; capital at Memphis; burial tombs (mastaba); Pharaohs assumed divine; began administration of religion, agriculture and military

· c. 2700 BC; Old Kingdom – Pyramids (Menkure, Khafre, Khufu, etc.); taxation, efficient bureaucracy; cost of growing admin. weakens Phs.; gov. unable to cope w natural disasters, collapses.

· c. 2185 BC; First Intermediate Period; Chaos, civil war, starvation, reduced population; power decentralized; separate provinces prosper, clash

· c. 2050 BC; Middle Kingdom; Egypt reunified; 11th Dynasty – Mentohotep II –  from Thebes; 12 Dynasty – Amenemhet  I – from Itjtawy; popularization of religion; advanced skills in art, lit.; toleration of Asian immigration, which ultimately doomed Kingdom;

· c. 1800 BC; Second Intermediate Period; Hyksos, Nubians dominate – Phs. subjected; bronze defeats copper; horse & chariot introduced; virtual isolation ended, Bronze Age in Egypt begins; Ahmose I of Thebes destroys Hyksos; (Hebrews in Egypt at this time?)

· c. 1550 BC; New Kingdom; Imperial Egypt begins under Tutmoses I; Hatshepsut, Tutmoses III; greater variety of raw materials acquired; begin conflict w Hittites; c. 1350 BC Amenhotep IV – Akhenaten, “Amarna Period”; Tutankhamen, Aye, Horembeb attempt wipeout of pred.; Ramses II, the “greatest”, fought Asians to stalemate for control of Syria, Palestine; priest-class wealth & power weakens subs. Phs., attracts Iron-Age Libyans & “Sea Peoples” (Minoans/Phoenicians)

· c. 1200 BC; Third Intermediate Period; Upper & Lower separate; Phs. rule in North (only nominally in South, where Priests run things); 

· c. 670 BC Assyrians conquer Egypt; Late Period; Phs. Assyrian puppets

· 525 BC; Persians conquer Egypt

· 332 BC; Alexander the Great (Greeks) conquers Egypt, Alexandria founded

· 323 BC; Ptolemaic Dynasty; civil wars after several generations during Hellenistic period; c. 48 BC Cleopatra takes power under rule of Julius Caesar

· 21 BC Battle of Actium, Egypt absorbed into Roman Empire

Social History

· Medical skills expanded and taught

· Diet commonly of bread, beer, figs, dates; less common meats, fish, vegetables, wine;

· Mathematics & Engineering unsurpassed

Literature/Philosophy

· Theocracy; Religion Polytheistic except for rule of Akhenaten; Pharaohs divine, priests powerful; Afterlife object of life; 

· Writings virtually all religious; Story of Sinhue best known work (Middle Kingdom);

· Justice (Ma’at) administered by local courts of elders

· Tomb robbery punished by torture & death

Art/Architecture

· All art (painting & sculpture) religious

· Building skill - religious (tombs & temples) – unsurpassed

Music

· Concerted forces of strings, woodwinds, brass & percussion accompanies religious rituals & dancing

Major Legacy – Organization of society, engineering - especially architecture

