OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYLLABUS FALL 2010 -
 John Rizzo, Instructor

I.

	Course Prefix
	Course Number
	Course Name
	Credits
	Lecture
	Lab

	HUM
	120
	Western Culture and the Arts – Beginnings through Middle Ages
	3
	3
	0


II. Prerequisites
None. 

III. Course Description
Course surveys cultural accomplishments of Western civilization from its beginnings in Mesopotamia through the Middle Ages. Content includes visual arts, music, literature, theater, architecture, and philosophy studied in historical context. IAI HF 902
IV. Learning Objectives
After completing this class, the student will be able to do the following:


A. Demonstrate basic knowledge of the major cultural eras covered

B. Define the basic vocabulary needed to discuss cultural achievements.

C. Recognize major works of art and identify the stylistic period within which representative works of art were produced.

D. Discuss, compare, and evaluate representative works of literature and philosophy produced within this period. 

E. Restate and critique the values expressed in the religious, philosophical and literary texts of this period, and discuss the current relevance of these values.

F. Explain the rich cultural and religious diversity within Western civilization -including Classical, Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions – and explain the interactions among these traditions.

G. Present and debate conflicting cultural interpretations of the Western tradition.

H. Exhibit values related to teamwork and collaboration, fostered by the pedagogy of shared-inquiry and critical dialogue appropriate to the humanities and philosophy.

V. Academic Integrity

Students and employees at Oakton Community College are required to demonstrate academic integrity and follow Oakton’s Code of Academic Conduct. This code prohibits: 

· cheating, 

· plagiarism (turning in work not written by you, or lacking proper citation), 

· falsification and fabrication (lying or distorting the truth), 

· helping others to cheat, 

· unauthorized changes on official documents, 

· pretending to be someone else or having someone else pretend to be you, 

· making or accepting bribes, special favors, or threats, and 

· any other behavior that violates academic integrity. 

There are serious consequences to violations of the academic integrity policy. Oakton’s policies and procedures provide students a fair hearing if a complaint is made against you.  If you are found to have violated the policy, the minimum penalty is failure on the assignment and, a disciplinary record will be established and kept on file in the office of the Vice President for Student Affairs for a period of 3 years. 

Details of the Code of Academic Conduct can be found in the Student Handbook. 
 VI. Outline of Topics (WH = Western Humanities; Rs = Readings in…)

Class 1, Aug. 23 Introduction to Course and texts; Mesopotamia & Earliest Cultures;
Class 2, Aug. 25 Mesopotamia & Ancient Egypt 1, culture & history 
Text: Intro; pp.5-15; Readings: pp. 5-13

Class 3, Aug. 30 Ancient Egypt 2– The Great Builders of Egypt;  
Text: pp. 16-31

Class 4, Sept 1 Ancient Egypt 3; Ten Commandments 1;
** MONDAY, SEPT. 7 NO CLASS LABOR DAY HOLIDAY **
Class 5, Sept. 8 **QUIZ 1, ESSAY 1 DUE**
Class 6, Sept. 13  The Medes & Persians
Text: pp. 28-31
Class 7, Sept. 15 Aegean Cultures; The Minoans & Mycenaeans
Text: pp. 33-39
Class 8, Sept. 20 Ulysses
Class 9, Sept. 22 Greece: Archaic Period; Birth of Western Theater & Music
Text: pp. 33-57; Readings: pp. 32-48

Class 10, Sept. 27 Greece: Hellenic Period 1; Persian Wars; Battle of Thermopylae
Text: pp. 62-71; Readings: pp. 77-82
Class 11, Sept. 29 Greece: Hellenic Period 2; Birth of Democracy; Athens – Supercity;
Text: pp. 83-85; Readings: pp.54-82

Class 12, Oct. 4 Greece: Hellenistic Period; Alexander; Battle of Gaugamela; 

Text: pp. 87-111
Class 13, Oct. 6 Rome: Republic 1; Founding & Punic Wars
Readings: pp. 109-114
Class 14, Oct. 11 Rome: Republic 2; Julius Caesar; Spartacus
Class 15, Oct. 13 Rome: Empire 1 Augustus, Mark Antony & Cleopatra
Text: pp. 38-145
Class 16, Oct. 18 Rome: Empire 2 Nero; Decline & Fall; Quo Vadis
Class 17, Oct. 20 **MID-TERM EXAM, ESSAY 2 DUE**
Class 18, Oct. 25 Judaism & Foundation of Western Morality

Text. pp. 113-122; Readings: pp. 126-141
Class 19, Oct. 27 Museum Day
Class 20, Nov. 1 Ten Commandments 2
Class 21, Nov. 3 Christianity; Jesus of Nazareth;

Text: pp. 126-137; Readings: pp.142-147
Class 22, Nov. 8 Islam and the Preservation of Classical Culture; Inside Islam; 

Text: pp. 205-231
Class 23, Nov. 8 Islam in Spain; El Cid
Nov. 15 Museum Day
Class 24, Nov. 17 The Crusades; Crescent & Cross;

Text: p. 245
Class 25, Nov. 22 **QUIZ 2, ESSAY 3 DUE**
Class 26, Nov. 24 Museum Day 
Class 27, Nov. 29 Middle Ages 1: Feudalism & The Rise of the Church Cathedral;
Class 28, Dec. 1 Middle Ages 2; Church v. State; Becket
Readings: 249-257
Class 29, Dec. 6 Middle Ages 4: The Dark Before the Dawn; The Black Death

Text: 271-303; Readings 269-274
Class 30, Dec. 8 Middle Ages 5: The Name of the Rose;
Class 31, Dec. 13 Class Review
Dec 15 **FINAL EXAM, ESSAY 4 DUE** 

VII.
Methods of Instruction:
The course will involve lectures, as well as seminar style discussions and small group activities.  Student will listen to music, view slides, and when appropriate, view sections of videos.  Students will be expected to participate actively and to come prepared for discussion.  
VIII.    Course Practices Required:
A. Students will take two quizzes, a mid-term exam and a final exam in order to demonstrate their understanding of the topics studied.

1. Quizzes will be in Short Answer Format, covering class material of weeks preceding quiz only.

2. Mid-term & Final Exams will be in Essay, Multiple Choice and “True or False” Formats covering class material in first half of course (MID-TERM) and material in complete course - Audio/Visual presentations included. (FINAL)

B. Students will write four, 4-page papers (typed, double-spaced) one on each of 4 following subjects: History/Science, Literature/Philosophy; Art/Architecture and Music/Drama - all to be approved by the instructor in advance. Papers will be evaluated according to content and writing proficiency.

C. Students are welcome to participate in class discussions with questions & opinions.

D. Students MUST visit Field Museum of Chicago, Roosevelt Road & The Lake., 
and Oriental Institute, University of Chicago
E. Positive classroom participation may be to everyone’s benefit, especially the instructor’s.

F. To earn 3 credit hours, the Field Museum and Oriental Institute MUST be visited some time during the class term. Visits may be made when convenient for student, not necessarily on “Museum Days.”

G. Unexcused late papers will not be accepted.

H. Make-up exams (for students who have made arrangements with Instructor) will be given in the Testing Center.

IX.   Instructional Materials:
The Western Humanities Volume I:  Beginnings through the Renaissance.   Matthews and Platt. Current Edition.

Readings in the Western Humanities Volume I.  Matthews and Platt. Current edition.


Supplementary readings from other primary sources as well as selections presenting debates on cultural interpretation.
Notes for all classes will be online at: www.italianoperachicago.com/oakton
X. Methods of Evaluation
A. Quizzes & Exams: 40% of the final grade

B. Essays: 40% of the final grade
C. Final Project: 10% of the final grade
D. Attendance & Participation: 10% of the final grade

(Exam Grading: A 90-100; B 80-89; C 70-79; D 60-69; F 59 or Below. 

E. Positive classroom participation may be to everyone’s benefit, especially the instructor’s.

F. To earn 3 credit hours, the Field Museum and Oriental Institute MUST be visited some time during the class term. Visits may be made when convenient for student, not necessarily on “Museum Days.”

G. Unexcused late papers will not be accepted.

H. Make-up exams (for students who have made arrangements with Instructor) will be given in the Testing Center.

XI. Disabilities
If you have a documented learning, psychological or physical disability, you may be entitled to reasonable academic accommodations or services. To request accommodation or services, contact the ASSIST office in Instructional Support Services. All students are expected to fulfill essential course requirements. The College will not waive any essential skill or requirement of a course or degree program.

XII. Discrimination
The Oakton Community College Catalog states:

Oakton Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, disability, age, sex, sexual orientation or marital status in admission to and participation in its educational programs, activities and services or employment practices.

The College does not tolerate sexual harassment or sexual assault by or of its students or employees.

In keeping with this policy of tolerance and non-discrimination, in this class, all of us should strive to listen and give careful consideration to all ideas expressed in class, especially those that are different from our own, without attacking or demeaning the people who have those views. We should also strive to avoid using insulting terms or telling offensive jokes when talking to or about individuals or groups.

XIII. Office Hours
The Instructor will be available after every class for discussion of course topics covered or any issue regarding class participation and evaluation. Appointments may also be made for times of mutual convenience.

XIV. Instructor Info
John Rizzo. Contact by e-mail: adesso@acepros.com  Web site: www.italianoperachicago.com/oakton
XV. Important Dates

Sept. 6 Labor Day Holiday - College Closed

Sept. 19 - Last day to withdraw from 16-week courses and be dropped from record.
Oct. 9 - Last day for filing Graduation Petitions
Nov. 11 - Veterans Day Holiday - College Closed 
Nov. 15 - Registration begins for Spring, 2011 Semester
Nov. 25, 26 Thanksgiving Recess - College Closed
Dec. 14, 15 Evaluation Days
Dec. 15 Last Day of Student Attendance
Dec 16 Grading Day 
Dec. 17 Grades Due
Dec. 24-Jan. 2 College Closed
