Class 2 notes; The Roots of the Renaissance

Culture defined: A Civilization’s evolving approach to life, death and art.

Renaissance defined: "Re-birth" - of what?
Does Life imitate Art or vice versa?

British Museum

Western Civ. & Culture begins with Greece

History, Technology, Literature, Philosophy, Art, Architecture, Music, Drama (Film, TV, Theater)

Archaic c. 800-500 BC – Classical c. 500-400 BC – Hellenistic C. 400-200 BC 

Egyptian influence in Greek art; the Kouros
In Classical: Vitality – Beauty – Sensuality – Personality

Art from religion, war, sports & competition, justice DRAMA

Philosophy, literature, the individual, how to live life, the love of life

Athens, Alexandria, Rome, Constantinople-Byzantium, Florence, Paris, New York

Greek city states constantly at war except for games

East v West (Uncharacteristically united Greeks) – Amazons (Theseus, Minoa), Mycenae & Troy (Homer, Agamemnon), Persia (Tyranny, Democracy, Ionia, Marathon - 490 BC, Leonidas, Themistocles); Victories at Thermopylae, Salamis & Plataea 480 BC leads to re-building of Athens (Pericles, the Acropolis, Parthenon, Confederacy of Delos)

Hippocrates, Herodotus, Thucydidies

Pythagorus (Math & Music in Italy) Socrates, Plato, Aristotle

Olympians, Dionysius, Dithyramb, Thespis, Homer, Mysteries of Eleusis/Demeter,

Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides

Comedy: Arsitophanes, Aristotle’s Poetics Catharsis

Alexander, Fall of Rome, “Dark Ages,” Islam, Renaissance

