Class 8 Notes The Medes and the Persians

c. 830 BC Medes first heard of as part of Eastern Assyrian empire

c. 700 BC capital in Ecbatana

Religion – Zoarastrianism 

c. 600 BC Allied with Babylonians, destroyed Assyrians

c. 550 BC Mede King Astyages overthrown by grandson, Cyrus the Great; Median empire absorbed by Persians, peacefully

Cyrus’ empire without precedent in size and organization

As infant, Cyrus given to steward by grandfather to kill, but boy is passed to shepherd. When a youth Cyrus, restored to royal family;

Cyrus rebels, becomes King of Persia in 546 BC

c. 546 BC Cyrus conquers King Croesus, Lydia (Sardis)

c. 540 BC Persians divert course of Euphrates and take Babylon, Jews repatriated

c. 530 BC Cyrus killed fighting Sythians.

c. 495 BC Darius I subdues Ionian revolt

490 BC Darius, Persians defeated at Marathon

480 BC Xerxes, Persians checked at Thermopylae, crushed at Salamis

479 BC Persians wiped out at Plataea

C. 330 BC Persian empire conquered by Alexander the Great 

