Class 9 Notes Aegean “Cultures” & Archaic Greece
MINOAN CIVILIZATION c. 2700 BC – 1450 BC

Bronze Age (c. 3000 BC – 1100 BC)

Named after King Minos; Labyrinth; Minotaur; Icarus

c.1700 Palaces at Knossos on Crete rebuilt

Traded with Old Kingdom Egypt

Established Colonies on Greek Mainland and Islands - Cythera

Also settlements in Asia Minor, Spain

A Mercantile empire – esp. tin (from Crete) and Copper (from Cyprus)

Saffron, Frankincense, Pepper, Gold, Silver

Clothes: Men – loincloths and kilts; women – robes and bodices

Worshipped female deities with women priests

Presented sports – bull leaping, boxing

Men and women believed to have equal social status

Written language – Linear a derived from Mesopotamians; 

Cretan Hieroglyphs derived from Egyptians

Art – More active, naturalistic and descriptive than Egyptian

Mainly pottery and frescoes

Metalworking and jewelry demonstrates skill and artistry

Weapons indicate willingness to war, but only moderately

Some evidence indicates human sacrifice; mainly from Thesus myth

Burial practices not as extreme as Egyptians; some group burial

Stone buildings, paved roads, clay pipes for upper class

Columns – not shaped like later Greek, often painted red

Cretan Minoans cultivated grapes, figs, olives, poppies, for poppyseed and perhaps, opium. The Minoans domesticated bees, and raised livestock

Farmers used plows pulled by donkeys, fishermen flourished

Minoan civilization ended with Thira (Santorini) eruption c. 1450

MYCENEAN CIVILIZATION c. 1600 BC – 1100 BC (The Trojan War)

Last phases of Bronze Age

c. 1400 BC Highly armed citadels evolved with destruction of Minoans; Theseus myth

Mycenaeans far more warlike than Minoans

The Atreus myth

c. 1200 BC - “Helen of Troy,” Agamemnon, Menelaos, et. al.

Although in separate cities, Mycenaeans first to consider themselves “Greek” and related

Worship of dominant male, and sky, deities begins

Ruling class – aristocratic warriors; people – free, and called “Da-mo”

Cultivate grains, olives, grapes; raised livestock; two classes of lands

Horses used for battle chariots, races

Very little evidence of commerce

Helen’s abduction by Paris (“Judgement of…”) keys beginning of Trojan War; Iphigenia’s sacrifice

After 10 years (according to Homer), Troy sacked, Helen recovered

c. 1100 BC Agamemnon murdered by Clytemnestra; Mycenaea destroyed by “Dorian Invasion” 

Arcahic Greece 

ARCHAIC PERIOD c. 800 BC – 525 BC

Western Civ. & Culture begins with Greece

Archaic period preceded by “Dark Ages” 1100 BC-800 BC

Homer The Iliad; The Odessey
History, Technology, Literature, Philosophy, Art, Architecture, Music, Drama (Film, TV, Theater)

Dionysios worship v pantheon worship

The Dithyramb & Thespis; Mysteries of Demeter at Eleusis

Hippocrates, Pythagoras (Math & Music in Italy)

The 7/12-tone scale, the “modes,” the “Overtone series”

Egyptian influence in Greek art; the Archaic Kouros p. 57 (compare p. with

