Class 13 Notes Age of Reason & Revolution

 The 18th century was like a pot that heated slowly until it came to a full boil. It is utterly impossible to overemphasize the impact that the revolutions of the 18th century had on society, which was dramatically different than it had been before them.

Philosophes – published and disseminated works (pamphlets, essays, novels) “openly attacked what they deemed to be the evils of society and supported rulers who favored change.” (p. 482) “preached a secular gospel…” Women still not considered equal to men in political rights.

Religion-Deism flourished briefly…John Wesley (1703-1791) Methodist 1784; “First Great Awakening” – 1760s, forerunner of Evangelicals, “born-agains”

Encyclopédie Denis Diderot (1713-1784) editor, funded by readers

Physiocrats (French Economists); believed natural laws governed society, promoted laissez faire v. mercantilism “all people benefited when all served self interest”; Adam Smith (1723-1790) The Wealth of Nations 1776; free market economy, the “invisible hand”

LITERATURE

Charles Montesquieu 1689-1755

The Spirit of the Laws 1748 The administrative powers were the legislative, the executive, and the judiciary. These should be separate from and dependent upon each other so that the influence of any one power would not be able to exceed that of the other two, either singly or in combination

Jean-Jacques Rousseau 1712-1778 friend, then enemy to Voltaire & Diderot - Social Contract 1762 "Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains. One man thinks himself the master of others, but remains more of a slave than they." The “general will”

Francois-Marie Arouet – Voltaire 1694-1778

A satirical polemicist, he frequently made use of his works to criticize Catholic Church dogma and the French institutions of his day

Eclectic; disdained all facets of civilization; became Mason; skeptic of everything – influential

Antoine Francois “Abbe” Prevost 1697-1763

Manon Lescaut, separately published in Paris in 1731 as Histoire du Chevalier des Grieux et de Manon Lescaut. 

HISTORY
Industrial revolution
The onset of the Industrial Revolution marked a major turning point in human social history, comparable to the invention of farming or the rise of the first city-states; almost every aspect of daily life and human society was eventually influenced in some way. 

Population growth and steam engine in England –1769 Impact on textiles and metallurgy; James Watt (1736-1819) b. Scotland, England 1753; ret to Glasgow; given shop by U… 1776 first engine installed in commercial plant

English access to raw mat from empire.

Most of Europe had “class societies”; least onerous in England, most in Russia; 

Peter the Great 1672-1725 Navy; Beards cut; Petrograd built

Catherine the Great 1729-1796; deposes Peter III in 1762; 1770 - conquers Black Sea port from Turks
in France, resurgence of aristocracy, while lower class grew poorer and restless.

Maria Theresa 1717-1780 the oldest daughter of Elisabeth Christine of Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel and Emperor Charles VI, who promulgated the Pragmatic Sanction to allow her to succeed to the Habsburg monarchy. Opposition to her acceding to the throne led to the War of the Austrian Succession in 1740. MONASTERIES!
Joseph II 1741-1790, Closed Monasteries; allowed Masons

Louis XV 1710-1774 Unexpectedly surviving the death of his entire family, he enjoyed a favorable reputation at the beginning of his reign. However, in time, his inability to reform the French monarchy, his lack of morals, and his foreign policy on the European stage lost him the support of his people, and he died as one of the most unpopular kings of France.

SEVEN YEARS WAR (French & Indian War)

· The Seven Years' War (1756–1763) involved all of the major European powers of the period, causing 900,000 to 1,400,000 deaths 

· 1st war fought around the globe, 

Science

Antoine Lavoisier 1743-1794father of modern chemistry,

recognized and named oxygen (1778) and hydrogen (1783), disproved the phlogiston theory, introduced the metric system, wrote the first extensive list of elements, 
ART
Throughout history Western society reaches a certain point of evolution, and then regresses to more traditional approaches to art & life…

Rococo in Fr. Then Neoclacissism 

Jaques-Louis David 1748-1825

Music – Italian opera still dominant in European courts

Josef Haydn 1732-1809

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 1756-1791 Das Wunderkind
DRAMA

Beaumarchais 1732-1799 was a watch-maker, inventor, musician, politician, invalid, fugitive, spy, publisher, arms-dealer, and revolutionary (both French and American). He was best known, however, for his theatrical works, especially the three Figaro plays.
