Class 8 Notes William Shakespeare 1564-1616
The "Bard"; 
37 Plays, 2 Narrative Poems, The Sonnets
Tragedies, Comedies, Romances and Histories

Master of the English Language, greatest vocabulary of all

Stratford on Avon

At 18, married Anne Hathaway (older, 26, and pregnant)

"Missing Years" 1582-1585
1585 - surfaced in London, began career as actor & playwright
Lord Chamberlain's Men - Queen Elizabeth; King's Men - King James

Henry Burbage - most important actor; Will Kemp - court jester

Globe Theater

Roman Catholic?

Influence on Language greater than any
Iambic Pentameter - "The Mighty Line"

Prose, rhyming for certain effects

The Tempest, last play;

"Problem Plays"

Theories of others' authorship
