Class 1 Notes Die Zauberflöte 1791 (1) 
Origins of Music Theater
· Origins of theater from musical form—Dithyramb—in Dionysius worship

· Thespis - 1st professional actor

· Greek Tragedies in religious festivals incorporate many artistic elements, including music and dance

· Aristotle enumerates elements of Tragedy in Poetics
· Medici commissions Camerata (a Renaissance era "think tank") to come up with ideas to make Florentine society "more Greek." Their proposal: resurrect Greek Tragedy and call it "opera."

· 1st opera - Dafne by G. Perì, 1597

· Italian opera becomes incredibly popular all over Europe

· Popularity grows despite subjects (mostly of ancient gods & goddesses, heroes & heroines) that have no relevance to audience. Appeal due to virtuoso performances of castrati (men who had been castrated when young boys at the time their voices were high). Women not allowed to sing, so men had to perform women's roles.

· Opera seria & Opera buffa; Pietro Metastasio/Felice Trapassi
· Recitative - Secco & Accompagnato

· Mozart, in late 18th Century, becomes first composer of "modern" opera, preferring women to be women and men to be men

W. A. Mozart 1756-1791

Emanuel Schikaneder 1751-1812 
CAST

Pamina - Soprano
Queen of the Night - Soprano
Three Ladies - Sopranos

Papagena - Soprano

Tamino - Tenor 
Zorastro - Bass
Monastatos - Baritone
