OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYLLABUS - John Rizzo, Instructor
SPRING 2012
I.

	Course Prefix
	Course Number
	Course Name
	Credits
	Lecture
	Lab

	HUM
	126
	Introduction to Music Theater
	3
	3
	0


II. Prerequisites

HUM 125 is recommended.
III. Course Description

Course surveys the musical, dramatic and stylistic development of music theater, from the year 1600 to the present. Content includes selected major works of opera, operetta, musicals and ballet. Focus is on the cultural framework that gives rise to these art forms.
IV. Learning Objectives
The student will become acquainted with three major areas of the musical theater, 
    1) opera/operetta
    2) The Broadway Musical
    3) The Dance
    4) Important works from various countries and how they reflect their respective cultural and social milieu will be studied.
V. Academic Integrity

Students and employees at Oakton Community College are required to demonstrate academic integrity and follow Oakton’s Code of Academic Conduct. This code prohibits: 

· cheating, 

· plagiarism (turning in work not written by you, or lacking proper citation), 

· falsification and fabrication (lying or distorting the truth), 

· helping others to cheat, 

· unauthorized changes on official documents, 

· pretending to be someone else or having someone else pretend to be you, 

· making or accepting bribes, special favors, or threats, and 

            any other behavior that violates academic integrity.
· There are serious consequences to violations of the academic integrity policy. Oakton’s policies and procedures provide students a fair hearing if a complaint is made against you. If you are found to have violated the policy, the minimum penalty is failure on the assignment and, a disciplinary record will be established and kept on file in the office of the Vice President for Student Affairs for a period of 3 years. 

Details of the Code of Academic Conduct can be found in the Student Handbook.

VI. Sequence of Topics
A. Introduction to Music Theater…………….Class 1 Jan. 20
1. Origins of Music Theater in Greek Tragedy

a. Drama as Religious Ritual

b. The Development of the Tragic Form and the Concept of Catharsis

2. The Italian Renaissance and the Significance of Thought and Art

3. The First Opera - 1597

B. Early Opera

1. The Influence of Classical Literature

2. The Castrati

3. The Bel Canto School of Vocal Technique

C. Baroque Opera

1. Overview of Baroque Art & Music

2. The Emergence of Aria Form

3. Opera seria & Opera buffa
D. Mozart & the New Opera; The “Standard Repertoire”
1. Presentation of Die Zauberflöte Part 1


E. Mozart Opera (cont.) – Class 2, Jan. 27
    1. Presentation of Die Zauberflöte, Part 2

F. Verdi Opera – Class 3, Feb. 3
1. The Bel Canto Form
2. Women in Opera

3. Overview of the Life & Art of Verdi

4. Presentation of Simone Boccanegra, Part 1

G. Verdi Opera (cont.) – Class 4, Feb. 10
1. Presentation of Simone Boccanegra, Part 2

 H. Classical Ballet – Class 5, Feb. 17
1. Overview of French Theater & Opera
2. Presentation of Carmen Part 1

 I.  Classical Ballet (cont.) – Class 6, Feb. 24
    1. Presentation of Carmen Part 2 **QUIZ 1** 

J.   "Verismo" Theater  – Class 7, Mar. 2
1. Overview of Puccini Opera

2. Presentation of Turandot Part 1

K. "Verismo" Theater (cont.) – Class 8, Mar. 9
1. Presentation of Turandot  Part 2 **MIDTERM EXAM**
** MAR. 16 NO CLASS, SPRING BREAK**
L. Film as Music Theater – Class 9, Mar. 23
1. Overview of American Films
2. Presentation of I'll Love You Forever
M. Film as Music Theater (cont.)– Class 10, Mar. 30

    1. Presentation of Dial 'M' for Murder
APRIL 6 **THEATER DAY - NO CLASS**

N.– Modern Dance  Class 11, April 13 
1. Overview of American Musicals
2.   Presentation of The Sound of Music Part 1
O. Modern Dance (cont.) – Class 12, Nov. April 20
2. Presentation of The Sound of Music, Part 2 **QUIZ 2**
P. Film as Theater (Cont.) – Class 13, April 27
    1. Presentation of Double Indemnity
Q. Film as Music Theater (cont.) - Class 14, May 4
     1.   Presentation of Exodus Part 1
R. Film as Music Theater (cont.) – Class 15, May 11
    1.   Presentation of Exodus, Part 2 **WRITTEN WORK DUE**

S. Film as Music Theater (cont.) – Class 15, May 18
1.  Presentation of Groundhog Day **FINAL EXAM**
NOTE: PRESENTATIONS AND/OR

PRESENTATION SCHEDULE MAY CHANGE!
VII. Methods of Instruction
       A. Lectures and Discussion
       B. Presentation of music theater excerpts on recordings
       C. Presentation of appropriate material on video
VIII. Course Practices Required
A.   Attend lecture sessions
B.   Out of class listening assignments
C.   Class trips to operas/ballets/musicals as assigned by instructor
D    Textbook and reading handouts
E.    Term paper and listening critiques*
F.    Exams and Quizzes**
* Students will have the option of writing three 5-page papers (typed, double-spaced) or one 15-page paper (typed, double-spaced) on subjects relevant to the course - all to be approved by the instructor. Papers will be evaluated according to content and writing proficiency.

** Students will take two quizzes, a mid-term exam and a final exam in order to demonstrate their understanding of the topics studied.

1. Quizzes will be in Short Answer Format, covering class material of only weeks preceding quiz.

2. Mid-term & Final Exams will be in Multiple Choice Format covering class material in first half of course (MID-TERM) and material in complete course. (FINAL)

IX. Instructional Materials
Records, tapes, videos, readings, slides.  Libretti.  Mid term and final exams; and end of semester term paper or special project.
X. Methods of Evaluating Student Progress
A. The Final and Mid-term Exams count for 40% of the final grade

B. Written work counts for 40% of the final grade
C. The Final Project counts for 10% of the final grade 
D. Attendance and participation count for 10% of the final grade

(Exam Grading: A 90-100; B 80-89; C 70-79; D 60-69; F 59 or Below. NO MAKEUP EXAMS UNLESS ARRANGEMENTS MADE IN ADVANCE! NO UNEXCUSED LATE PAPERS ACCEPTED! 

Quality participation in class discussions.  Depth of analysis of each work studied.  Attendance (absences in excess of two class periods will lower the final grade by one (1) letter grade, and by one letter grade thereafter.  The student's final grade is also determined through exams, quizzes, term paper(s) and listening critiques.

XI. Other Course Information
Oakton's Instructional Media Services is open 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday; Friday 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Room 1815.  Students who would like help in matters of proper term-paper-format should consult the staff in the Learning Center in Room 2400 or call 635-1658.  Always consult your instructor first if you have questions.

If you have a documented learning, psychological or physical disability, you may be entitled to reasonable academic accommodations or services. To request accommodation or services, contact the ASSIST office in Instructional Support Services. All students are expected to fulfill essential course requirements. The College will not waive any essential skill or requirement of a course or degree program.

XII. Discrimination
The Oakton Community College Catalog states:

Oakton Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, disability, age, sex, sexual orientation or marital status in admission to and participation in its educational programs, activities and services or employment practices.

The College does not tolerate sexual harassment or sexual assault by or of its students or employees.

In keeping with this policy of tolerance and non-discrimination, in this class, all of us should strive to listen and give careful consideration to all ideas expressed in class, especially those that are different from our own, without attacking or demeaning the people who have those views. We should also strive to avoid using insulting terms or telling offensive jokes when talking to or about individuals or groups.

XIII. Instructor Information
The Instructor will be available after every class for discussion of course topics covered or any issue regarding class participation and evaluation. Appointments may also be made for times of mutual convenience. Hours: Des Plaines M-TH 9:30-12:30; Skokie F 12.00-3:00
Contact John Rizzo by Phone: (until 5 pm) 708-453-8911

E-mail: adesso@acepros.com
