Class 1-2 Notes Oedipus Rex 429 BC by Sophocles c. 497-407 BC 
Two greatest Mysteries of Existence: Life and Death - Religion

Origins of Theater
· Origins of theater from musical form—Dithyramb—in Dionysius worship

· Theater as Illusion

· Drama=Action; Necessity for Conflict - external and internal

· Homer

· Thespis - 1st professional actor

· Festivals - Athens

· The Greek Theater

· Greek Tragedies in religious festivals incorporate many artistic elements, including music and dance

· Aristotle enumerates elements of Tragedy in Poetics; the Catharsis; The Tragic Flaw
· Free Will

· Evil & A Supernatural order

· Rules of Tragedy
· Importance of Chorus (Use in Musicals)

· The "Third Actor"

· Prohibition of Women

· Violence offstage

· Theaters/Scenery/Masks/Cothurnus
· Financial support

Oedipus - a study in irony
Cast

[Laius, Polybus, Merope]

Oedipus

Creon

Tiresias

Shepherd

Jocasta

CHORUS!

